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Transportation Department

851 Cedar Avenue
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Sunrise Education Centre

344 Second Street North
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Beausejour, Manitoba

R0E 0C0

Phone:
204-268-6500

Toll Free:
1-866-444-5559
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SUNRISE SCHOOL DIVISION

TRANSPORTATION 

SERVICES

2010-2011

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Transportation Procedures of the Sunrise School   Division adheres to the Manitoba Public School’s Act and provincial regulations.

1. Eligibility for transportation service is based solely on the residence of the parent/guardian and requires that the residence be beyond 1.6 kilometres walking distance from the divisionally designated school.

2. Transportation service to/from a daycare/sitter will only be provided when that address is also more than 1.6 kilometres walking distance from the divisionally designated school and does not alter existing bus routes.  An “existing bus route” is a school bus route that provides transportation to eligible students as defined by the Divisional Transportation Policy, the Manitoba Public Schools’ Act and provincial regulations.

3. Bus stop locations shall be no further than .8 kilometres from where the entrance to the resident’s property meets the public roadway/sidewalk.

4. School buses will not enter private property to pick up or drop off a student.  In the event that routing, as determined by the Transportation Department, requires a school bus to enter private property for extenuating circumstances, this will only be done with the written consent of the property owner.

5. Transportation is provided to and from one address only.  However, a signed note from a parent will allow the driver to drop a student off at a different existing bus stop on the same route.  Students are only permitted to ride on their designated bus. Bus switching is not allowed.  Stops will not be added to bus runs for students’ employment, birthday parties, school projects etc.
6. School bus transportation is provided for students K-S4 who have to walk along and/or cross a provincial highway to get to their divisionally designated school, where the speed limit is 70 kilometres per hour or more.

NOTES:

Call the Transportation Office at 444-2498 or toll free at 1-866-824-9545 when the children do not require School Bus transportation.
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7. The Division may withdraw school bus transportation from those students whose actions endanger the health or safety of others.

8. The Division will publish, on an annual basis, an informational brochure detailing operational practices as they apply to transportation services.

9. Articles, including musical instruments, to be carried on a school bus must be:

a. Educationally related

b. Able to sit securely on the pupil’s lap without encroaching onto the next seat, into the aisle, or other students.

c. Equipment and articles which are required for school field trips or excursions, but do not meet the above criteria must either be:

i. Transported in a separate vehicle

ii. Transported in an area of the vehicle, which has been established as a secure area for luggage, cargo, etc.

10. These guidelines apply whether the school is using a divisional or charted bus.

11. Transportation for a School of Choice student within the home school division may be provided if the student is eligible for the provincial transportation grant to their divisionally designated school.  Transportation will then only be provided on an existing bus route and only if the School of Choice is more than 1.6 kilometres from the pupil’s residence.  This is subject to the student getting to the designated bus stop location and there is not an adverse affect on the pickup time guidelines set by the Province for other students.  In-lieu of transportation funding is not provided for School of Choice students.  A request for School of Choice bussing for the ensuing school year is to be submitted in writing, to the Transportation Department, no later than July 31st.

12. This Policy will be reviewed annually and any revisions will be made by the end of May of each year.

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Parents are to notify the driver or the Transportation Office if their child will not be traveling on the bus at a particular time or on a particular day. Please call 444-2498 or toll free at 1-866-824-9545 to contact the Transportation Office.
2. Parents are to ensure that students are dressed appropriately for weather conditions.  In winter, buses traveling in rural areas or students taking part in extra curricular activities should be prepared for sudden storms or emergency situations, i.e. students should wear snow boots and other warm clothes.

Parents must be aware of the Student Responsibilities outlined in this pamphlet.
NON-GRANT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

Unallocated seats on Divisional school buses may be provided to Kindergarten to Senior 4 students who do not qualify for   Manitoba Education and Training Grants. 

Access to non-grant transportation services will be determined on an annual basis.

Applications for unallocated seats on divisional buses are available at the Transportation Office or any divisional school and are to be submitted to the Transportation Office by August 15th of each year.

The following conditions apply:

1. Transportation service will be provided in accordance with the Sunrise School Division Transportation Procedures.

2. Seats will be allocated on a progressive grade level basis beginning with Kindergarten.

3. Distance from the school as measured by the Transportation Department will be used as the determining factor if it is necessary to select between students who are the same age.

4. Bus routes will not be altered.  All buses will be loaded to a maximum of 95% of their capacity where possible.  (No bumping  permitted) This is subject to not adversely affecting the pickup time guidelines set by the Province for eligible students. Transportation will not be provided for those students who live less than .8 kilometres from their divisionally designated school.
5. The Division may withdraw school bus transportation from those students whose actions endanger the health or safety of others.

6 In the event of eligible students requiring transportation services and seating is not available, non-eligible student transportation services may be discontinued immediately.


WHO QUALIFIES FOR TRANSPORTATION?

The Sunrise School Division will transport or provide transportation support to divisionally designated schools by the most economical means deemed by the Division to meet the students’ needs.  Rural students must meet the following eligibility guidelines: 

1. For students (K-S4) who live more than 1.6 kilometres walking distance from their divisionally designated school, using the most direct route to the edge of the resident’s property, school bus transportation will be provided.

2. For students (K-S4) qualifying for a Manitoba Education and Training Transportation Grant as follows:

a. Special Education students

b. Physically handicapped students

c. Students who have been certified by a qualified medical doctor as requiring transportation to school (form to be completed by the student’s physician is available at the school or Board Office).  Annual renewals are to be submitted to the Board Office prior to the start of the school year.

d. Transportation will generally be provided by school buses.  The Division may substitute an alternate means of transportation or an allowance in lieu of transportation.  A students’ individual education plan will be considered in identifying the means of transportation.

3. For transportation requests that are recognized by Board motion as being a “special circumstance” (i.e. safety, or on compassionate grounds) school bus transportation will be provided on a space available basis and providing there is not an adverse affect on the pickup time guidelines set by the Province for eligible students.
4. For students (K-S4) who attend school in another Division taking a provincially recognized school program not offered by Sunrise School Division transportation support will be provided.  The support will be in the form of an allowance in lieu of transportation.  Requests for in-lieu of transportation must be submitted to the Transportation Department prior to July 31 of each school year.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Students must be on time, i.e. 5 minutes prior to pick-up time.

2. Students are to walk on the side of the road facing traffic to get to the bus stop if there is no sidewalk or path.

3. Students approaching the bus from the opposite side of the road to the bus stop should wait until the bus is stopped in order to have the advantage of the flashing lights for safe crossing.  Students should make sure that traffic has stopped and wait for the driver’s signal before crossing the road to board the bus.

4. Students should stay off the road while waiting for the bus.

5. Students are to wait for the bus to come to a complete stop before attempting to board.

6. Students are to line up and board single file in an orderly manner.

7. Students must use the handrail and watch their step when loading or unloading. 

8. Students are to be courteous to their fellow students.

9. Students are to sit on the seat assigned to them and   remain seated until they reach their destination.

10. Students are not to open windows without the driver’s permission.

11. Students are to keep head and hands inside the bus at all times.

12. Students are to avoid loud talking and boisterous behaviour and keep absolutely quiet when the bus is stopped at railway crossings.

13. Students are not to throw anything out of a bus window.

14. Students are not to wrestle, fight or indulge in any kind of horseplay while riding on a bus.

15. Students are not allowed to eat or drink on the bus for safety reasons.

16. Students are to keep books, packages, coats and all other objects out of the aisles.

17. Students are to assist in keeping the bus safe and clean.

18. Students must not tamper with the bus or its      equipment.

19. Students are to be courteous to their driver.

20. Students must not take any object onto the bus that could endanger passengers; e.g.: animals, firearms, and explosives.

21. Students must not smoke on the school bus.

22. Students are to use the rear door for emergency purposes only.

23. Older students are expected to look after the safety and comfort of small children.

24. Students are to cross at least 3 meters in front of the bus, but only after checking to make sure there is no traffic approaching and the bus driver has given the all-clear signal.

25. Students must move at least 2 meters from the side of the bus as it pulls away.

26. Students must co-operate with monitors or school bus patrols on their bus.

Students may be suspended from School Bus transportation for failing to comply with the expectations, responsibilities and/or rules provided.
INFORMATION REGARDING GRANTABLE TRANSPORTATION SERVICE

The Provincial Transportation grant structure for students who live more than 1.6 kilometres walking distance from their divisionally designated school is as follows:

· Urban K-6  = $195.00

· Rural K-S4 = $345.00

The Division’s allowance in-lieu-of transportation is equal to these grant amounts.

1. Eligible students: In late August the Transportation Department (Driver) will contact the parents/guardians of eligible students to notify them of bussing arrangements (e.g. bus routes and pick-up/drop off times and locations).

2. Medical/Physically Handicapped Students:  Applications for students who have been certified by a qualified medical doctor as requiring transportation for a physical or chronic medical reason must be submitted to the Sunrise School Division annually prior to the beginning of each school year.  Applications are available at the Board Office or at any school in the Division.

3. Students with Special Needs or Medical Considerations: will be required to have a completed Personal Transportation Plan (P.T.P.) and it will be forward to the Transportation Department.
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