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Sunrise School division believes that students with exceptional abilities or talents should be challenged in their area(s) of excellence and should learn at a pace that meets their needs.  For those students, schools will provide acceleration opportunities such as early admission to kindergarten, fast paced courses of instruction through curriculum compacting, individual course and grade advancement and early admission to post secondary education.

Procedure:

1) A student’s needs in regard to his/her exceptional abilities and talents may be     identified through a variety of sources; classroom work, projects, portfolios, interest surveys, talent rating scales, test scores and input from the student, teacher(s) and parent/guardian(s).

2) A meeting of a school team, consisting of the student, classroom teacher(s), talent development teacher and parent/guardian(s), is held to clarify and identify the needs of the student.  Additional support to the school team may include the school administration, counselor, resource teacher, and classroom teachers familiar with the student.  A variety of appropriate and challenging programming opportunities should be considered.  It is critical to focus on both the learning and social/emotional needs of the student prior to making decisions about acceleration opportunities.

3) The school team is responsible for the development of an Acceleration Plan.  The purpose of the Acceleration Plan is to identify student talent area(s), interests, learning style, short and long-term learning goals, course selections and enrichment and acceleration options.  To assist in the development of this Acceleration Plan, the team will review a portfolio of the student’s work.  The development and evaluation of the Acceleration Plan will ensure that the appropriate provincial educational outcomes can be met.

4) The Acceleration Plan is discussed, revised and approved by the team in consultation with the School Administrator and the Superintendent.  

5) The evaluation of the Acceleration Plan is based on ongoing collection of student work, documentation of student assessment and input from both the student and teacher(s).  The school team should meet regularly to monitor the plan

Early Admission to Kindergarten

Procedure:

1) For consideration for early admission to kindergarten, the child should demonstrate sufficient developmental skills and social/emotional maturity.  Parent/guardian(s) must complete an Application for Early Admission to Kindergarten and submit it with a fee of $50.00 (to accompany the completed application form) to the school by April 30. (see attached).  The application form is reviewed by the school, and where there is evidence of sufficient skills, further consideration follows.

2) Assessment of the child’s developmental skills is done in two ways.   a) observation by an Early Years teacher or Resource Teacher during a visit by the child to the kindergarten classroom and/or to a pre-school setting.* b) assessment of specific kindergarten developmental skills by a Kindergarten/Early Years teacher or Resource teacher. Results of these two assessments are documented on the form Skills Recommended for Early Admission to Kindergarten. (See attached) * Parental permission must be obtained for observations by school personnel in an out of school setting such as a daycare or nursery school.

3) Where sufficient skills exist, as evidenced by the a) Application for Early Admission for Kindergarten and b) Skills Recommended for Early Admission to Kindergarten, a meeting is held with a school team.  This team may consist of the parent/guardian(s), Kindergarten teacher, Talent Development Teacher, and Resource Teacher, with input as necessary from the School Speech and Language Pathologist, School Psychologist, School Counselor and the child’s Pre-school or Daycare Director.  It is important that school personnel involved in the assessments and observations be included in this meeting.  The role of the team is to discuss the application for early admission to kindergarten and to make a decision about the child’s placement.

4) Information about child’s intellectual development, social-emotional maturity, language and mathematics development, motor development, interests and talents are shared by the team.  This information includes data from the parent/guardian’s Application for Early Admission to Kindergarten and the observations and assessments made by school personnel in the Skills Recommended for Early Admission to Kindergarten. A recommendation on early admission to school is then made based on this process with input from all team members by May 31st.

5) This recommendation is sent to school administration for final approval.  Strong candidates for early admission would be those children with exceptional readiness skills who have readily adapted to group activities, and demonstrate social-emotional maturity.

6) The child’s progress and adjustment must be monitored through observation and documentation during the first six weeks of the school year.  The school team must review all cases of early admission to kindergarten at the end of this six-week period.  Results of this review are forwarded to the school administrator.  Continuation in the kindergarten placement shall be dependent on this review.  
Application for Early Admission to Kindergarten

To be completed by a parent/guardian and submitted to the school by April 30

Child’s Name ________________________
Birthdate __________________
Parents/Guardian(s) name ______________
Phone _____________________
Address __________________________________________________________
1.  Describe why you think your child should be considered for early admission to kindergarten.  (Include information about your child’s development in the areas of intellect, social/emotional maturity, language and mathematics skills, creativity and motor skills)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(use the back of this page if needed)

2.  Circle Yes or No for the following questions

· My child is able to print his/her name



Y
N

· My child recognizes letters of the alphabet


Y
N

· My child recognizes the numbers 0-10



Y
N

· My child can count objects to 10




Y
N

· My child can use scissors, pencils and crayons effectively
Y
N

· My child recognizes colors





Y
N

· My child is able to dress him/herself



Y
N

· My child is toilet trained





Y
N

· My child enjoys being read to and demonstrates understanding 

of what has been read  to him or her



Y
N

· My child speaks in full sentences




Y
N

· My child is generally comfortable in new situations

Y
N

· My child is capable of independent activity


Y
N

· My child accepts responsibility for his/her own bahaviour
Y
N

· My child participates easily in activities without the 

presence of a parent/guardian/adult



Y
N

3.  Describe your child’s experiences interacting with other children (Include experiences such as preschool, day-care, play groups, etc.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  With whom does your child interact most often?

a) children his or her own age

b) older children

c) adults

d) younger children

e) prefers being by him/herself

5.  Describe your child’s interests and/or any special talents

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Please attach samples of your child’s work in each of the following areas: coloring, drawing, printing, math, and any special artwork or projects and submit them with this application.

Skills Recommended for Early Admission to Kindergarten

This list of recommended developmental skills is to be used by an Early Years Teacher or a Resource Teacher to document skills and observations made during the child’s visit to the classroom or preschool. 

Child’s name _________________________
Birthdate ______________
Parent/Guardian _______________________
Phone ________________
	Shows

Evidence
	Skills
	Observations

	_______

_______

_______

_______

_______
	Intellectual Development

· Motivated to learn



· Curious about the world around him or her 


· Demonstrates attention span/time on task

 

· Speaks in full sentences


· Follows instruction


	

	_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______
	Social-Emotional Development

· Plays well with others
 

· Shares and takes turns with others

 

· Participates in a variety of activities

 

· Listens in group discussions 

· Volunteers ideas in group discussions

 

· Appears comfortable and secure in new surroundings 

· Displays self-confidence
 

· Is capable of independent activity


 

· Accepts rules and routines

· Responds to adult direction and follows instructions   

· Accepts responsibility for own behaviour
	


	Shows

Evidence
	Skills
	Observations

	_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______
	Motor Skill Development

· Prints first name

 

· Is able to dress him/herself


· Shows co-ordination in gross motor activities       

· ie.(running, jumping, hopping) 

· Shows co-ordination in fine motor activities



· ie. (painting, puzzles, printing) 

· Uses scissors and writing tools 
·     effectively
	

	________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________
	Language Development

· Demonstrates a good use of vocabulary and articulates ideas clearly

 

· Recites the alphabet



· Recognizes printed letters, in and out of sequence 

· Names some initial sounds
 

· Recognizes colors

 

· Understands spatial concepts 

(near, beside, in front of, etc.)
 

· Enjoys being read to, chooses his/her own books 

· Gains meaning from listening to stories 

· Follows teacher directions (1 step, 2 step and 3 step)
	

	________

________

________

________

________

________
	Mathematical Skill Development

· Recognizes the numbers 0-10
 

· Counts objects 0-10

 

· Arranges objects from smallest to biggest

· Knows geometric shapes; circle, square, triangle  

· Describes and reproduces patterns

· Sorts and classifies according to size, shape and color
	


Observations:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Principals Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Follow-up:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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